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rleasant Grove Community Church 1S€E
Furdum
Trivate

This simply designe
soon after emancipatio
their church and their

d, one story frame church was built
n by 3lacks in the ccmmunity as
school, EFehind it is lccated the

chureh cemetery, The church 1is nne of the oldest zlack
churches still in use in rural Jaryland., Its uses as a s
reflects the fact that the church was indeed the center

of the historical Elack community.
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DESCRIPTION M 13-45
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__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
Zcoop __RUINS XALTERED __MOVED DATE
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This small, pretty church stands on the north side of Xingstead
foad in Purdum. It is located on a ridgeton and faces toward the south,
overlookxing the farm lan¢ in front of it. To the west of the church and
behind it is the cemetery, where members of its congregation have been
buried since the founding of the church in 1868. Among the oldest
inscribed gravestones is that of Llvira !'ason, who was interred here
ir 1894, CSee photograph,

The church consists of two princinal sections: the original church
running longitudinally north-side, and the cinder block "community
house" that was attached perpendicularly to the church about 12 to 15
vears ago. Tec the front of the original church has been adéed a small
portico about 3 to 5 years ago. The original church is three bays in
depth and one in widthn. s design is basically straightforwvard and
without decorative frills. The exterior of the church is sheathed with
alumirum siding, which was added about 12 to 15 years ago, a2nd covered
the original weatherboards. They had been unnainted. The structure is
frame and 1s made from lumber that -vas hauled from Frederick, according
to the history of the church, a copv of which is enclosed in this surveyv,
The gable roof is covered with tin, and the eaves are boxed with nlanks.
The foundation is of cement now, but was originallvy of stone. Ilear the
rear of the church ascends a brick stove flue. The windows contain
double hung sashes with two over two panes. The beauty of the church
lies in i%ts simplicity and setting in the cormmunit:.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

REHISTORIC __ARCHEQLOGY-PREHISTORIC ECOMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE \ARELIGION
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—1700-1799 _ART : —ENGINEERING —MusiIC __THEATER
l1800-1899 —_ COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT __PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
~—1900- _ COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT /iOTHER (SPECIFY)

_-INVENTION

£, & -

SPECIFIC DATES . Co BUILDER/ARGHITECT
JP L2

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

According to the deed T.D. 17/263 and to the written history of th
church, this church was founded in 186£, This establishes it as one of

the oldest, active churches founded after emancipation in llaryland., In
that deed feorﬂe 7. “hite, one of the prominent wul*e landowmers in the
Purdum cowrurlty pave to the Trustees of the Church one acre of land

for the =sta:l lishment of this church., It wsas algo to be used as a nuplic
school for tie Black communitr, Pead the written history por more
details of its estaplishnent and of the efforts of the comm tnity to raise
moner for its construction.

Tor descrintions of the 1ife of a farily who were members cof this
church, read the transcrintion of the interview with the Arnold Hawki ns,
a copr of which 1is ircluded with the survey of the Fawkzins horestead in

CurdtT.

Ceveral entries 1n the Eistorw of the Tlgelr Public Schools in
“ontronerv Countv, 1872-12€1 refer to this school. In 1&¢27/, it wras noted
that "Trances Dorserv_recmened Purdurm Colored School and was furnished
nocs bf the Zoard."l Ancther entrr describes the needs of the schocl:

"As in rmany other coumunities in ‘lontgormeryr Ceunty, the
hlaeck school at Purdur wvas conducted in a church. The
school toard nromised 515 ner vear for a rental Tee., In
Januarr of 1305 the trustees of Purdum 3ah oo1 zsized for
20 Tor rermalrs to trme »ulilding in wnich 1001 iad Leen
”e’1 for a2 number of years aznd for waich tce countsr nad

2id no rent. CThe retuest vas sranted and this amount
”ould come out of the rent ronev “fue.," (p. 10)

Lfter 1208, the school was closed for a period of five "eﬂrs.
Coming the year after the reguest for tre 330 for repairs and rent, this
closing -ras probably a retaliatory respose to that reguest. Tnls

llustrates the »nroklems with educational supnort that Zlacit comrmunities

i1 s 5
nave had in the county for over a centurr,

The pnrinciral significance of this church and school is that it is
the center of the Zlack communitr and 1s a legacy of their faith in

1., Zistory of the rFlack Public Schools of llontgomeryv Countv, . ‘arvland,
1¢72-1961, Hina Clarke and Lillian B. Brown, (Vantage Press, (lew vork,
1)7¢ 10

CONTINUE‘ ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
2, Ipid., ». 21.
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
EE1FORM PREPARED BY

r

Zeorge VW, McDaniel, Survevor: Karen Sewell, Research Assistant

ORGANIZATION ' DATE
Sugzarloaf Regional Trails January 1979

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
Rox &7 926-4510

CITY OR TOWN STATE
Dickerson laryland 20753

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Historical Tr

PS- 1108



THE HISTORY OF PLEASANT GROVE COMMUNITY CHURCH

In the year 1868, George T. White and his wife gave an acre cf ground

to the people of this cecrmunity for the use of a public school and
church. The people of the community held p1c1n1cs to ra1se funds.

They were also given help by a donatlon from the Bureau of Engraver.
After the funds had bezsn raised Mr. uO n Burdette took a team of

horses and hauled the limber free of charge from Frederick. In.1869‘

on September 12th, tHe'building was ready for use. The building was

for both a school and church untll the year 1908 The scheool was uhe:
closed for a perlod of Plve years, but the church was Still in use. The
first Trustees were Jeremiah Nascn, Bengamln Al Dav1s, and Howard W. Gray.
This information was received from Miss Martha Brown Foreman, who was

the riece of Jeremiah Mason and who also llved 1n tne comnunluj

Reverend Bradley Johnson was the pastor of the charce as well as the
school teacher from 1912 to 1917 In 1917, Rev. ~vohnson was succeedea
by Rev. J. M. Rome. 1In the year of 1920, the Mt. Alry cnarge was
divided. Friendship and Pleasant Grove was then called the Darascds
charge. Their first pastor was Reverend Bengamlr Brown, who served two
Years. He was succeeded by Rev James A. Jackson, who also served two
Years. His successor was Rev. uames Z. Carter. Later Rev. Carter was
followed by Rev. P. C. Butler. 1In 1929, the charge was merged again by
the Conference. It was then called bhe Mt. Avry and Damascus charge. :
" Reverend J. E. Carter was the pastor of the Mt. Alry and Damascus charge.
Later he was succeeded by Rev. James M Barnes To succeed Rev. Barnes
was Rev. Thomas HDOsey Reed, who was followed by Rev. R. H. Carpenter.
Next pastor to the church was Rev. Sber"an Nason and later - was Rev. Aaron
Johnson. Rev. Johnson was follOWed by Rev. uames H. Smith. At the pres

we are very forturate uO Have as our pastor now Reverend Alonzo Fvanam

i T L
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Mrs. Elsie Carter says SQF has heard her father, Warner Wims, say that
Montgomery Chapel Church at Hyattstown and White School House, now
the Pleasant Grove Cormunity Church at Burnt Hill, was the first two
colored churches they had to go to after slavery time. Before they
could attend the white churches if a gallery was sit up or else they
had to sit in the back of the wnite church.

The first families in this community were:

Davis' Grays
Browns Bowies
Masons Snowdens
Lyles' Hawkins'
Smiths Andersons
Fredericks Browns

The present families residing in the community are:

Randolphs . Pryors
Nickens Williams )
Hebrons ) Hackeys

Dorseys
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Card =" Plegsant
Grove Methodist
cuureh ¥

2,

2 ?kzm[o(7 repherp !

JOSEPH J. DAVIS
4501 WOODFIELD ROAD
KENSINGTON, MD 20795

4, Date' 1979 FEB - 4
5, Ne ative o‘P copy
fesides with pha{&d?mpher,

6.

7 Eile No. 790932A

Copy of printed card - "Pleasant
Grove Methodist Church"

Photographer: Joseph J. Davis
Date : Feb. 4, 1979

(,IK/}'??P“/" Joo Hnokns, Purdum
Sy 43 — ——
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